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Educating the next generation of film
makers at The University of Salford
Utilising the VariCam and EVA1 to educate film students at The
University of Salford
Challenge
Providing large sensor camera
technology for students to obtain a wider
knowledge and understanding of
filmmaking

Solution
Investing in Panasonic's 4K camera
equipment, approved by Netflix's PTA
programme, ensured that the students
had a high quality camera that was also
easy to use

As the course is designed to
lay the foundation for
filmmaking, we needed a
professional filming tool that
would also be an educational
tool

Janan Yakula, Lecturer in
Film Production at The
University of Salford

The University of Salford's School of Arts and Media, partially located in the MediaCity
UK campus and surrounding areas, is home to an international hub for technology,
innovation, and creativity. This has made it an ideal location for the introduction of its BA
(Hons) Film Production undergraduate course, set up three years ago with the aim of
teaching the next generation of aspiring filmmakers.
Over a duration of three years, the Film Production degree is designed to offer students
hands-on filmmaking experience supported by critical and contextual aspects of film
theory, with a strong emphasis on collaborative projects throughout. Students are exposed
to a wide range of high-end camera, lighting and editing equipment, to facilitate the
production of short films both on location and within the studios situated in MediaCity UK.
Janan Yakula, Lecturer in Film Production at The University of Salford said, "The Film
Production degree takes a holistic approach to learning, with the mixture of practice and
theory intended to provide our graduates with all the skills they need to succeed in the
production industry. As the course is designed to lay the foundation for filmmaking, we
needed a professional filming tool that would also be an educational tool".
This resulted in The University of Salford investing in camera technology that is being
readily used within filmmaking, comprising of a total of 2x VariCam 35s, 20x VariCam LTs,
22 EVA1s and a quantity of Lumix GH5s, to be used across the course.

"We needed high quality kit that would remain up to date with
the industry for our first round of graduate students, and
many afterwards."
The students are then given sole creative ownership of their short films, with the course
aiming to develop filmmakers that are multi-disciplined across directing, script writing,
camera operation, cinematography, editing, budgeting, marketing and distributing their
films. This includes the introduction of Sound Design with Avid Pro Tools and Adobe
Premiere in the first year, with editing tools including DaVinci Resolve and Avid included in
the second and third.

Netflix approved
Investing into Panasonic's VariCam and EVA1 camera technology was beneficial to the
University of Salford, as they wanted to provide its students with production cameras that
were already being readily used for high-end feature, drama, natural history and
documentary production. Yakula added, "We needed high-quality kit that would remain upto-date with the industry for our first round of graduate students, and for many
afterwards."
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"Features such as dual-native ISO become
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budget available to support further
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compatible with conventional film
workflows, so that students can easily
adapt to the digital production cameras
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VariCam interface was a lot of fun, (and
with) it being an industry camera, we as a
team pushed ourselves to be more
professional, and you can definitely see
that in our finished films".

Owen Siry also made use of all three cameras to film their final-year short film, The Lock
Inn. Owen commented that, "…the cameras were easy to set up and use, and were easily
moveable when on set. This was particularly important when we were using a multitude of
locations around Manchester - from a pub interior and cellar, to an underground car park.
We used the dual-native ISO to our advantage to allow us to choose the amount of light we
wanted the camera to receive whilst filming".
Following the conclusion of the awards, which included short films covering a multitude of
genres, the Best Film Award was awarded to Fantopia. The majority of the teams are now
looking to pitch their films to film festivals including the likes of Edinburgh and Leeds, and
continue their journeys into the world of filmmaking.
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